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Are you responsible
for safety?

A letter to aviation prosecutors
by Tzvetomir Blajev

I separate therefore I am safe
by Bert Ruitenberg

Lesson from (the) Hudson
by Jean Paries
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HINDSIGHT IS A
WONDERFUL THING

European Air Traffic Management - EATM

“With the benefit of hindsight I would

have done it differently”.

How often do we hear responsible people

saying these words? Often, it is an attempt

to disguise the fact that they had not

prepared themselves for some unusual

situation. Yet hindsight is a wonderful

thing and can be of great benefit if used

intelligently to prepare ourselves for the

unexpected. There is much to be learnt

from a study of other peoples’ actions -

good and bad.

If we learn the right lessons we will stand

a much better chance of reacting correct-

ly when we are faced with new situations

where a quick, correct decision is essen-

tial. This magazine is intended for you, the

controller on the front line, to make you

know of these lessons. It contains many

examples of actual incidents which raise

some interesting questions for discussion.

Read them carefully - talk about them 

with your colleagues - think what you

would do if you had a similar experience.

We hope that you too will join in this

information sharing experience. Let us

know about any unusual experiences

you have had – we promise to preserve

your confidentiality if that is what you

wish. Working together with the benefit

of HindSight we can make a real contribu-

tion to improved aviation safety.
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By Tzvetomir Blajev
Coordinator - Safety Improvement Initiatives,

and Editor in Chief of HindSight.
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Front Line Report
by Bert Ruitenberg

Win a free trip for two to Paris:
See page 26

The Phonological WHAT?
See page 25
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IS AIRSPACE PENETRATION 
AN ATC PROBLEM OR NOT?
See page 3

IS AIRSPACE PENETRATION 
AN ATC PROBLEM OR NOT?
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LOSS OF SEPARATION
THE BLIND SPOT

See page 15
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See page 15

RUNWAY INCURSIONS - 
IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN TO ME ...
See page 18

RUNWAY INCURSIONS - 
IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN TO ME ...
See page 18
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ANOTHER SUNNY DAY IN SWEDEN
BY BENGT COLLIN
See page 5

ANOTHER SUNNY DAY IN SWEDEN
BY BENGT COLLIN
See page 5

NEAR COLLISION 
AT LOS ANGELES
See page 20

NEAR COLLISION 
AT LOS ANGELES
See page 20

THE HUMAN FACTOR COLUMN
BY PROFESSOR SIDNEY DEKKER

See page 7

THE HUMAN FACTOR COLUMN
BY PROFESSOR SIDNEY DEKKER

See page 7

If you are interested in ordering the entire HindSight collection,
just send an email to: tzvetomir.blajev@eurocontrol.int
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WORKLOAD VERSUS BOREDOM
BY BERT RUITENBERG

See page 7
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See page 7

INVESTIGATING CONTROLLER
BLIND SPOTS
BY DR. BARRY KIRWAN
See page 12

INVESTIGATING CONTROLLER
BLIND SPOTS
BY DR. BARRY KIRWAN
See page 12

WORKLOAD A STRANGE CONCEPT
BY PROFESSOR SIDNEY DEKKER
See page 6
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See page 6
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AIRBUS AP/FD TCAS MODE:
A NEW STEP TOWARDS 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT
By Paule Botargues
See page 25
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By Ian Wigmore
See page 22
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See page 22 THE APPLICATION OF
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IN EUROPEAN AIRSPACE

BY ROLAND RAWLINGS 
See page 8
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BY ROLAND RAWLINGS 

See page 8
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50 YEARS AFTER MUNICH
See page 39

50 YEARS AFTER MUNICH
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NEW! CASE STUDY:
“THE FIRST OFFICER IS MY
MOTHER-IN-LAW”
By Bengt Collin
See page 16
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See page 16

A WEATHER 
GHOST STORY

By Prof. Sidney Dekker
See page 8
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Clashing moral values
By Professor Sidney Dekker

Next please
By Anthony F. Seychell

Safety & the cost killers
By Jean Paries

The consequences of
commercial pressure can be fatal

By John Barrass
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